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This paper is the result of a year of observing the growing use of technology in the
classroom and its effects on student questioning and discussion. It was completed at a
New York City public school that has a “gifted and talented” student focus and includes
students with disabilities. This research calls attention to the communication habits of
students with disabilities. Furthermore, it provides an opportunity for us to learn from
their digital communication habits, specifically how they differ from in-person interactions.
It looks at the benefits and drawbacks of using multiple forms of communication. The
research follows two online discussion platforms used by all students and compares the
online posts to transcripts of in-class discussions. It follows students with varied learning
styles and abilities with regard to communication
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