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By first examining the discursive cons�tu�on of subjects on the schizophrenic spectrum in the              
history of art and contemporary cultural theory, this presenta�on, through an autotheore�cal            
perspec�ve, explores the disrup�ve and poli�cal poten�al of both historical artwork by ar�sts             
on the schizophrenic spectrum and contemporary art and disability wri�ng. The avant-garde            
appropria�on of the work by people with mental disabili�es reflects a colonial perspec�ve             
and what James Luna describes as a “prejudice of admira�on.” If as Prendergast (2001)              
suggests people on the schizophrenic spectrum come to be rhetorically disabled, the ques�on             
arises as to in what ways ar�sts and writers do delineate discursive spaces, marking not a                
quan�ta�ve shi� in which more people are added to an exis�ng order, but a qualita�ve shi�                
(Biesta,   2010)   in   which   the   order   itself   is   changed   (Rancière,   1999). 
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