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An art education program in an urban art college shares its successes and challenges for
envisioning holistic and global ways of preparing art educators. Faculty will ask: how and
where does quality art education occur; what are innovative ways to prepare art educators
to think about accessibility for their students; how might philosophy, disability theory, and
student-centered pedagogy inform coursework; and, how will we maintain flexibility to
ensure ongoing dialogue with and responsiveness to new trends in the field? As
exemplars, faculty will present on courses in: (1) STEAM for Special Populations in which
students unite digital storytelling, 3D design, robotics, and filmmaking within a traditional
art curriculum, and experiment with new and old technologies; (2) hands-on practicums
that model universal design and focus on working with diverse populations in different
settings; and (3) graduate-level research that expands understanding of the physical,
cognitive, social, and emotional exceptionalities in us all.
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