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Finnish Deaf Culture Days have been reflecting changes in the identity of sign language
community in the period 1956-2006. Presentation is based in my Master of Education
research. The principal material was collected from the mass media of sign language
community. The research used Paddy Ladd’s theory of post-colonialism in Deaf culture and
Stuart Hall’s concepts of cultural identity. Through the research was seen that Finnish Deaf
Culture Days were going through process of post-colonialism that can be separate into four
different periods, as follows: 1) The reign of Finnish Language (1956-1969), 2) Period of
Visualism (1970-1978), 3) Period of “Actual” sign language (1979-1996) and 4) Period of
Sign languagehood (1997-). These periods can also be seen reflecting the post-colonialism
process of sign language community as a whole.
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